
John Cronin is the Director and Chief Executive Officer of Beacon Institute for Rivers and Estuaries. 
For 34 years, he has dedicated himself to protection of the American environment. The Wall Street Journal
has called him “a unique presence on America’s major waterways.” People magazine described him as
“equal parts detective, scientist and public advocate.”

Cronin has focused much of his earlier career on the restoration of New York’s Hudson River, once 
considered America’s most polluted waterway. From 1983–2000 he served as the Hudson Riverkeeper, a 
citizen enforcer of environmental laws, and was responsible for the investigation of more than one 
hundred pollution cases and the establishment of far-reaching management and enforcement practices.

His work as Riverkeeper prompted Time Magazine to name him a “Hero for the Planet” and the Knight-
Ridder newspapers to praise him as a “hero in one of the great success stories of the modern environmental 
movement.” His groundbreaking work left a legacy of more than 150 such programs internationally.

As Director and CEO of Beacon Institute, Cronin has turned his attention to the role of science, 
technology and innovation in our environmental future. “If the 20th century was the era of environmental
brawn, the 21st century must be the era of environmental brains,” Cronin advises his lecture audiences. At 
the Institute, he is heading up the formation of $100 million research program that will focus on the 
development of cutting-edge sensing and monitoring technologies aimed
at providing minute-to-minute information for real-time environmental
decision-making for major waterways.

In contrast to his former role as a gadfly and citizen cop against corporate
polluters, Cronin is now organizing collaborations with high-tech 
institutions, such as IBM. In a recent announcement, IBM and Beacon
Institute revealed their plans to create a River and Estuary Observatory
Network (REON) on the Hudson – an interconnected network of sensors,
robotics and observation technologies that will provide a regular stream of
information and data to researchers, policy makers and educators. 

“Some of the best talent in the world is in the private commercial sector,
where cutting-edge innovation is simply considered a smart investment.
The environmental problems that we must solve require genius and there
is a greater percentage of subsidized genius in the corporate world than
anywhere else. Every segment of society must participate in the quest to
make daily human life harmonious with nature. It is the greatest 
challenge of the 21st century.”

Cronin serves as Resident Scholar in Environmental Studies at Pace
University and lectures nationally on environmental policy. He is a 
former commercial fishermen, lobbyist and legislative aide. A writer and award-winning documentary 
filmmaker, John Cronin co-authored The Riverkeepers, with Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., published by Scribner. 
He has written extensively on environmental policy for the Op Ed page of The New York Times. He wrote 
and co-produced “The Last Rivermen” which was named one of the outstanding documentary films of 
1991 by the Motion Picture Academy Foundation.

Cronin has been the subject of two books and extensive major media print and broadcast documentaries 
and profiles. His environmental work has brought him many honors including the American Fisheries
Society’s William E. Ricker Award, Thomas Berry Environmental Award and an Honorary Juris Doctor from
Pace University School of Law. 
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